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IITTLE WASHINGTON
ALLSTON sat by the

fire, listening to the eerie voice
of old Uncle Ned tell about "the Great White Spooji
that haunted the place where buried treasure mighty
found.

"Chile," said Uncle Ned, "Dem nigguhs knew that tlcj
was diggin' fo' buried treasure where the Great
Spook kept guard. Co'se you know, if you have apreachj
'long, dey scares off the spooks, so dey took the
'long. The white man what was bossin' the job look UR
the sky and Lo'd amercy there was that great white s{
jus' a coming closer and closer. Every rime he see the
he poked the preacher, but the preacher he so interestc
the treasure he ain't never once look up. Co'se the
what was diggin', dey was jus' agruntin' and a diggm rJ
dey ain' look up neder. But all ofasudden dey felt sunij
It was cold andclammy and all the countryside was

Unfinished portrait of Washington Allston by
when a young man. From Flagg's Life and Le ^^
Washington Allstony published byCharles Scribner si
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WASHINGTON ALLSTON
iand Lo'd when dey look up dere was that white spook
con top of em. Dey was so scared dey never tho't of
preacher or nothm'. Dey just gave one yell and lit out
nobody am never seed 'em till yit."

as the great climax was reached avoice from the "biv

Se^nThk "Washington. Washington Allston,
I hHit"""''' ' yoo tohbed? Every evening I have to call you in from the
, What do you find so fascinating out there'"rhaps the httle boy. who was to grow up'to be oT of
|mous pamters of Anrerica. thought, as most children
ken f°l T He hated to

fhim ffh ™̂ ''• ^tiendly Negroes, who would
irthemi T ^ hour-and how he did love to

sty for thi T ""^"ties too

atned K r ^"^htemng. ghostly stories. Here, too heed about band,ts and pirates, and for many years' he
'them as the subjects for his paintings. ^
sshiugton Allston was born November y. ,7,0 in

^^Carohna. probably at Brookgreen Plantation, which

b^ f; "'r Htntington. It seems
&d tw be P'"' f g-" -tists
kfirsT f t". n""" America's finest art.

b ul,"" t ® England to
^ ands which border the Waccamaw River near

dinfluential. If you should try to study sLethin.
eJes rT >">" -00^ findf̂ greatly confused by the number of famous All-

k.

ikkik^l
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in GREAT SOUTH CAROLINIANS

stonsaid that she was going to marry Dr. Henry C. Fla
former chief medical oiTicer in Greene's army. Her fa
objected, mainly because Dr. Flagg was a Yankee.
AUston, however, said that she had married the first time
please her family; this time she was going to please he
And marry she did, although by that marriage she was:
off from her share in the family estate. As far as the q
dren were concerned, having Dr. Flagg become their
father was one of the best things that could have happ
to them, for he was much interested in their education^
training. He was particularly eager to see Washington s
ceed and gave a great deal of time and attention to hi

After having been taught a little at home, Washini
Allston was sent to school in Charleston. His first tea?
was a Mrs. Colcott. Once when young Washington^
naughty, Mrs. Colcott made him sit alone for an hour of
Having nothing else to do, Allston drew apicture of aj
on the bottom of achair. This was such a remarkable ^
of work for a child that Mrs. Colcott kept the chair r
fully locked away from harm, as long as she lived. If
were particularly good, or a very important person,
might be given a look at the famous Washington
chair.

All during his school days, Washington Allston was
ing at some sort of art. He would dress up sticks sO|
they would look like real people. He modeled m
and amused himself in what seemed to his family very
ways. During one vacation he painted a picture
eruption of Mount Vesuvius. When he showed the p^^
to his family, they thought it was so good that they ^
afraid he might disgrace them by becoming, of all thiC
the world, aprofessional painter. Dr. Flagg particular;

ol

WASHINGTON ALLSTON

It this could never be allowed. Of all his step-children,
Jtod chosen Washington to be the one to follow his own
Ipfession and become aphysician. There was aiVIr. Rogers

• • •, •

233

:A Marine in Chalk.

I From the original in the Boston Museum of Art, as re-
produced in Flagg's Life and Letters of Washincton

^ Allston

|c^port, Rhode Island, who ran an excellent school. So
Washington was shipped off to be educated at the

Sfs school.

,ere were good pictures in Newport, lovely colorful
|» 3nd nothing could stop the young painter from copy-

He also fonned afriendship, at this time, with the
B painter, Malbone, whose miniatures were to be-
I Smous. Young Allston moved in the best society.

.1

if.

•v



234 GREAT SOUTH CAROLINIANS

painted to his heart's content, andlearned enough to satS
the high standards of Mr. Rogers.

When he was sixteen, he entered Harvard. His prep
tion had been so good that, after doing his required wo
he still had a few hours each day left over. Perhaps y
can imagine how he used them. Of course he painted. Fj
he made a survey of all the good pictures to be foun(J
Harvard, and then he copied, copied, copied them, all
time learning more about mixing colors, handlinghis bni:
and getting the effects which the great artists had put^
canvas. Here his friendship with A'lalbone became eyi
stronger. Allston's admiration for the work of his fiie
led him to try his hand at painting miniatures, but,
himself expressed it: "It was no go," and he left the
of the tiny pictures to his friend. Not allof Allston's
ing at this time was of a serious nature. He did one ridii
lous series in water colors, called the "Buck's Progress'
buck, in this instance, being not an animal, but a dru

In 1800 Allston was graduated from Harvard. Altho
he had beenmoreinterestedin arc than in hisstudies, he |
always conscientious in whatever he had to do, and so
graduated with honors. He was also made poet of his
for his classmates knew that he could write as well as p

One of his classmates, LeonardJarvis, has left an int
ing description of Washington's life at Harvard. It
that the class was greatlyexcited by a report that two
Carolinians had arrived. Everybody was eager to see
for South Carolinians were an unknown quantity
class. How would they look? What would they W'

Jarvis records that the twoyoung South Carolinians
dressed far more fashionably than anybody else in the
One of them was Washington Allston, who was

Ik- ^here the house inWhich Washington Allston was probably born used to

Courtesy of Brookgrcen Gardens

'ceful gentleman. His handsome body and beautiful face
^in harmony with his gentle, delightful manners,

ose who hated one another most heartily—and there
egood haters in our class—and who agreed in nothing
•United in respectful and kindly feelings toward him."

ton's room was the stopping place for many of his
who lived in Boston. Jarvis tells an amusing story
cold night when two friends, Leonard Jarvis and

, ana, had happened to stay quite late visiting and both
ped by to spend the night with Allston. Unfortunately

would not hold more than two sleepers. Allston
^isely refused to say which one should stay. It was

f at, as Jarvis said, "He who first undressed and got



GREAT SOUTH CAROLINIANS

into bed should stay there. Dana consented to the proposal, "
and never were garments slipped o£E more rapidly. Ned
beat me by astocking, so I had to dress myself again an(j J
plod my solitary way homeward, of abitter cold night, j

Dr. Flagg had never given up the idea of making adoctoj ^
out of Washington Allston. But Allston himself had de-
cided to become apainter. Finally his family consented, an^
he started his career as an artist. Shortly after his gradua- '
tion from Har\'ard, he returned to South Carolina. There
he renewed his friendship with Malbone, who was then .j
living in Charleston. He also became intimate with anothc^-.^
South Carolina artist, Charles Fraser. ; :

Allston now felt that he had reached the point where hej
had to visit Europe and study the great paintings of the .-
world. Before he left Charleston, he arranged to have the,
money which had been left to him by his. father turned ov^
to him to pay his expenses in Europe. Many of his
who had great faith in him, offered to lend him enoUgb|
money for his great adventure, but he preferred to be ii||
dependent and therefore refused help. [

In 1801 Washington Allston and Malbone landed
London. Young AUston at once registered at the fam
art school, the Royal Academy, of which his fellow cO
tryman, Benjamin West, was president. This was the
formal training in art which the young American had
ceived. It is amazing that in just a year he was ready
exhibit some pictures. Three pictures from his brush
ated much comment. They were "French Soldier
Story," "Rocky Coast with Banditti," and "A Lands j
and Horseman." The first one, which was a comic stu
was sold at once and received favorable comment ^0^
less a person than the great English painter Sir

WASHINGTON ALLSTON
k

fiawrence. Evidently Allston had not expected such quick
Recess, for not long after arriving in London he had taken
sfeveral water-color paintings to an art dealer. The dealer
promised that he would sell all that Allston could supply.
So Allston, who had a horror of being stranded far from
home withoutmoney, set to work, with his mind at ease. He
had arranged for what he called "a way of escape."

Allston had invested all he had in his great adventure, and
he did not intend to let itend in England. Very soon he left
London for Paris. With him went another American
painter, John Vanderlyne. Perhaps nowhere in the world
at that time was there a more complete collection of great
ait than at the Louvre Art Gallery in Paris. Whenever Na
poleon conquered a country, he would bring back to the
Uuvre the greatest treasures of the conquered land. He
himself gloatingly said, "Every victory gives me amaster?''
The Louvre was at this time entirely filled with the treasures
of the world, many of which were returned to their rightful
®Wners after Napoleon's defeat at the Battle of Waterloo.
^Allston had the great opportunity of studying at the Louvre

this time. Having viewed its many treasures he wrote, "I
"by nature, as it respects the arts, awide liker." Being a
tde liker" in the arts is a sure way of bringing great

Jasure into our lives.
|Taris was delightful. But Allston longed to get to Italy,

he considered the home of great art. After several
rtths in France, he left for Italy, stopping for several

™hs at Sienna in order to learn the Italian language,
he thought that he had learned enough to ask ques-

and understand the answers, he went first to Venice,
to the great art galleries in Florence, and finally, to
^here he was joined by Vanderlyne. The two young

231
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238 GREAT SOUTH CAROLINIANS
men were, at that time, the only American art students
Rome. , , ,

In his four years in Italy, Allston learned a great de
about art, but he did more-he began the great fnendshtj
of his life. Here James Fenimore Cooper, who wrote d
famous "Leather-stocking Tales," was visitingTn the worl^
famed Cafe Greco, Cooper and Allston met Shelley, Keat
and Byron, three of the greatest writers of English poem
In Rome Allston first knew his friend, Washington 1^
the man who wrote "The Tale of Rip Van Winkle
two Washingtons became the intimate companions of bs
uel Taylor Coleridge, the English poet who wrote
Ancient Mariner." Washington Irving, who had asi
talent for painting, became so interested in it, because of
friendship with Allston, that he decided to become apainl«.
instead of awriter. Fortunately for A™"litem^^ .
found that he could not do as well with the brush as witl^.
the pen, and so he went back to writing.

Let us bope that his enjoyment of painting was ma
greater by the advice Allston gave him on how to vi ,
Lat picture gallery. Allston said, "Never attempt to e)
Lry picture in agreat collection unless yon have ay^
bestow upon it. You may as well attempt to enjoy every
in aLord Mayor's feast. . . . Study the choice p j
each collection; look upon none else, and you wiU
ward find them hanging up inyour memory.

During the time that Allston was in Europe, the
great political upheaval. Many important changes
place. One thing that happened was r«her unjmpon-
the world, but it is very interesting to us. When
Coleridge was on his way back to England he was
Napoleon was trying to capture him. This was

The avenue of oaks in Brookgrcen Gardens supposed to
have been planted by William Allston, the father of
Washington Allston.

Courtesy of Brookgreen Gardens

for some criticisms which he had written about Napo-
The boat on which he was traveling was pursued by a

ich ship; andwhen it seemed that Coleridge was going
captured, he hastily threw overboard all his papers,
bag was his famous diary, which contained many
about his American friend, Washington Allston.
to Davy Jones' locker went the work of years—and
IS far more important to us) Coleridge's description
ton. '

this same political upset which caused Allston to
to return to the United States. In 1809 he landed in

Massachusetts. His reputation had crossed the oceart
bim, and he was received with many honors. He

4
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grandly beautiful subjects. He did not often paint pic
of the ordinary or familiar things of life. Portraits were
popular with him, and he did very few of them. Amo:
the best are one of his mother, whom he loved devote
and one of his brother-in-law, Dr. Channing, who was.'
great friend. Of all his portraits, the most famous is that
Coleridge, a famous portrait of afamous man. It was paini
in England, but there was another one, begun in the hap
days of their friendship in Rome, which was never finish

Not a great many of the fine pieces painted by Allst^
during this period ofwork inEngland have found their WJ
to America. Another American painter, Thomas Sulf
brought the famous "Cavern Scene from GilBias" toAii|6
ica. He considered it so fine that he raised, by public su
scription, $3,500 with which to buy it for the Pennsylv^
Academy of Fine Arts. Allston was very appreciative of "
compliment paid bya fellow artist and considered the p
a generous one. Today the picture would bringmany tun^
that amount if the Academy were willing to sell it. |.

Have you ever heard the story of the old man of
who climbed upon the back of Sinbad the Sailor and
fused to be shaken off? Wherever Sinbad went, he 1
lug around the heavy old man of the sea. Finally he
the old man so drunk that he rolled off.

Washington Allston had his "old man of the sea.' 1^^
a tremendous picture called "The Feast of Belshazzar.
more than thirty years he worked on this enormous
ing, which he based strictly on the Bible, story in the
Chapter of Daniel. It tells of the handwriting on the;
which none of the King's wise men could read, but
Daniel said meant the downfall of Babylon. This
was the "doom of Allston's art, the gloom of Allston s

"The Feast of Belshazzar," by Washington Allston.
Courtesy of the Bosto?i Athenaeum

a heavy6 • en friends, who had great faith in this picture,
^promised to pay $10,000 when it was finished. In fact,
^,0 t efriends paid their $1,000 ahead of time. Each

each year, Allston expected to finish the picture. To
•- tt seemed adebt of honor which must be paid.
.'8ro he wrote from England to Leslie, who lived in
T«on, "The finishing of Belshazzar is all I wait for to

more ahappy husband." When he died, twenty-
later, "Belshazzar" was still unfinished. Allston

=ared that no human eye should see it until it was
. and It was not until after his death that his friends

IPon It. The picture was to have had two hundred
I e, individual figures, and was to be as large as the
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side of an ordinary room. Even in its unfinished state, it
a magnificent work, and it does not look unfinished to ii
admirers.

In 1839 Allston was offered a commission to paint tW(
handsome pictures for the rotunda of the new Capitol
Washington. This was, of course, a great honor, but he
gretfully refused. He gave as his reason that he was i
familiar with the painting of war subjects and that he did
not know United States history well enough; but his friends
knew that the real reason was that he'did not think it ri

to give up his work on "Belshazzar" to begin another bi
picture.

Honors were being showered upon Allston in Englam
The art world recognized him as a genius, and he was
spoken of asa possible president of the Royal Academy
follow Benjamin West. He was elected an associate of
Academy after he left England, a rare honor for an Amei

can.

Suddenly he announced that he was returning to
United States. "Why?" asked everyone. Homesicknc
An irresistible longing for America? Or was it because
South Carolina agent had been either careless or dishot
and had allowed his property to get into very bad shaj
His friends were distressed tohave him leave England,
declared that Allston's return to America was a tragedy^ ^
this did not change Allston's plan. In 1818 he return '̂JJ
the United States and went again to New England. ^

The English poet Southey wrote of him:

". . . he who, returning
Rich in praise to his native shores, hath

left a remembrance

WASHINGTON ALLSTON 24s
Long to be honored and loved on the banks

or Thames and Tiber:
So may America, prizing in time the worth

she possesses.
Give to that hand free scope and boast here

after of Allston."

It is sad to relate that Allston's retnrn to his native coun-

EiA dfhr unhappmess. lii
h I. I would have been bad

fhttd h" r '"'I™''''" His studio was apoorly

P^"" had in

•There was one great happiness in store for him in Amer-
daTh /rn- r ^^artha R.

'i^er'of h^ f" Massachusetts andhts fnend, Rtchard Henry Dana. There must have
peat patience mthe Channing-Dana family. For this

..who was acousin of the first Mrs. Allston, also waited
./cars to marry him.

>S next to his art, Allston showed the greatest en-

itioned" H Coleridge has been
'ibstn ' H " Coleridge shows his friendship
Ud h' ^ hnown the Wordsworths.™have esteemed and loved you first and most; and,

ext to them Ilove and honor you." The friendship
. shington Irving, which was begun in Rome, became

er as the years passed. Maibone. Eraser, Green-
orse, and Leslie were devoted friends of Allston

Ch •r MorseIns dearest hope in connection with his new in-

1
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ReligionmeantmuchtoAllston.Manytimeshesaid
jestthat,nexttoreligion,hiscigarwasthegreatestconso!
tioninhislife.SoonafterhismarriagetoMarthaDana,
andhiswifejoinedtheCongregationalChurch.Whi
someofhisEpiscopalfriendscriticizedhimforleavingtfi;
church,hesaid,"IamnotanEpiscopaliannoraCongi
gationalist.IhopeIamagoodChristian."

PerhapsitwasjustapartofbeingagoodChristian
hecouldneverpassabeggar.Hisfriendsfeltthatheofi
wasimposedupon,,butwhentheytoldhimsohesmili
replied,"Iwouldfarrathergivetooneunworthype.
thantohavesomeonegoinneed."Hehimself,after
firstyearsofhismanhood,wasalwaysinneedoff
Oncehewasdowntohislastsixpence,butassoon
soldapainting,hesharedthesmallsumhereceivedf
withafellowartistwho,hesaid,neededitmoretha
did.Atthetimeofhissister'sdeathhewassupposed
heritsomethingofherestate,buthesignedhisshare
tohisbrother,WilliamMoore,for,hedeclared,"W:
haschildren,andIhavenone.Ihaveaprofessionan'
hasnot."

Perhapsabetternicknamethanthecollegeoil'
"Count"was"FatherofAmericanPainting."If
haddonenothingbuthelpyoungAmericanartists
did,hewouldhaveearnedaplaceinouraffectio:
knewwhatstrugglestheyoungartistfaced.Oncea
paintercametohimforadvice.Theyoungmanwasr
lukewarmaboutpaintingasaprofession,andwecall
imaginethathewascompletelydiscouragedby
answer:"IfamanTmistbeapainterlethimcomepre,
tobearupamightyburden.""Theloveofmoney
madeapainter,butithasruinedmany."Hekne

Jaguar,"byAnnaHyattHuntington.

CourtesyofBrookgreenGardens

P
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