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k and Lo’d when dey look u

it on top of ’em,
preacher or noth
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p dere was that white spook
Dey was so scared dey never tho’t of

in’. Dey just gave one yell and lit out
inobody ain’ never seed ’em till yit.”

gust as the great climax was reached avo
s¢” was heard: “Washington, A%Y
e in this minute. Don’t you know i
to bed? Every evening I have to ca
fe quarters. Whac do you find so fasc
@‘haps the little boy, who was to grow up to be one of
famous painters of America, thought, as most children
that mothers always call at the wrong time. He hated to
taken from the circle of friendly Negroes, who would
fhim ghost stories by the hour—and how he did love to
f4r them! Try as they might, they couldn’t find storjes t0o

W ashington
Allston

=843

ice from the “big
ashington Allston,
t’s time for you to
Il you in from the
inating out there?”

ITTLE WASHINGTON
ALLSTON sat by the

fire, listening to the eerie voice ) d o i
ofreolld Uncglc Ned tell about “the Great White Sp _

haunted the place where buried treasure migh ;' for this young South Carolinian. Here he learned the
that haun . ht of wild, frightening, ghostly stories. Here, too, he
fOl‘l‘ﬂd-_ ” said Uncle Ned, “Dem nigguhs knew that ';r' " ed about bandits and pirates, and for many years he

Ch-ll - ’Sa; * buried tre;lsure where the Great g them as the subjects for his paintings.
i d. Co’se you know, if you have a preac§ ashington Allston was born November 5, 1779, in
Spoolc kept guar .ﬂ‘ the }srpook-s, so dey took the preach Mth Caroling, probably at Brookgreen Plantation, which
long, dey sca;es 0 an what was bossin’ the job look "E S oy, , beautiful museumn-garden, given to the state of
“org, o V;J ) ; mmerc there was that great white SPSEEth C,..o ;. by Mr. Archer Milton Huntington. It seems
Fhe’Sky an'd Ol ir and iloser. Every time he see the ’ T that the birthplace of one of America’s great artists
Jus 4 Comlig o cher. but the -preacher he so intereste 0ld now pe 4 museum of some of America’s finest art,
he pokec ‘;Pre_a E m;ver once look up. Co’se the O 2 the . of the Allston family to come from England to
the SRR c.a’mde was jus’ a gruntin’ and a diggin's! 2 'probably landed here in 1685 and scttled on the
whae W:i ! d;ggm ;edg:r But all of a sudden dey feltsu ._.Ct‘- lands which border the Waccamaw River near
?GY a;ncéfc? ;rif clamm.y and all the countryside was §58 IBetown and Pawley’s Island. Here the family became
t wa

80d influcncial, I you should try to study something
& the history of Waccamaw Neck, you would find
Ves greatly confused by the number of famous Al]-

i i Allston by MBS
ished portrait of Washmgt(?n '
gﬁfxli t;/ouE:lg man. From Flagg’s Life mzdi’bﬁgr‘s
Washington Allston, published by Charles Scr

228
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ston said that she was going to marry Dr. Henry C. .
former chief medical officer in Greene’s army. Her famil
objected, mainly because Dr. Flagg was a Yankee. Mg
Allston, however, said that she had married the first ;
please her family; this time she was going to please hersel
And marry she did, although by that marriage she was
off from her share in the family estate. As far as the clg
dren were concerned, having Dr. Flagg become their st
father was one of the best things that could have happet
to them, for he was much interested in their education 2
training. He was particularly cager to see Washington st
ceed and gave a great deal of time and attention to him,
After having been taught a little at home, Washingt
Allston was sent to school in Charleston. His first teach
was a Mrs. Colcott. Once when young Washington ¥
naughty, Mrs. Colcott made him sit aloné for an hour of#
Having nothing else to do, Allston drew a picture of a b
on the bottom of a chair. This was such a remarkable i
of work for a child that Mrs. Colcott kept the chair ¢
fully locked away from harm, as long as she lived. If.f'
were particularly good, or a very important persom &
might be given a look at the famous Washington st
chair. )
All during his school days, Washington Allston was
ing at some SOIt of art. He would dress up sticks s0.8
they would look like real people. He modeled in %
and amused himself in what seemed to his family very &
ways. During one vacation he painted a picture 0%
eruption of Mount Vesuvius. When he showed the P8
to his family, they thought it was so good that they:
afraid he might disgrace them by becoming, of all thiog
the world, a professional painter. Dr. Flagg particular .‘

this could never be allowed. Of all his step-children
?- d_chosen Washington to be the one to follow his own
fofession and become a physician. There was a Mr. Rogers

A Marine in Chalk.

From the original in the Boston Museum of Art, as re-

Kﬁigged in Flagg’: Life and Letters of Washington

2€Wport, Rhode Island, who ran an excellent school. So

‘ Washington was shipped off to be educated at the
15 school.

fre were good pictures in Newport, lovely colorful
# and nothing could stop the young painter from copy-
em He also formed a friendship, at this time, with the
fpalnter, Malbone, whose miniatures were to be-
_kalnous. Young Allston moved in the best society,

a1




234 GREAT SOUTH CAROLINIANS

painted to his heart’s content, and learned enough to satisf
the high standards of Mr. Rogers.

When he was sixteen, he entered Harvard. His prcp'
tion had been so good that, after doing his required wot
he still had a few hours each day left over. Perhaps j
can imagine how he used them. Of course he painted. Fij
he made a survey of all the good pictures to be found?
Harvard, and then he copied, copied, copied them, all d
time learning more about mixing colors, handling his bru
and getting the effects which the great artists had putg
canvas. Here his friendship with Malbone became e vef
stronger. Allston’s admiration for the work of his frien
led him to try his hand at painting miniatures, but, 2
himself expressed it: “It was no go,” and he left the paintif
of the tiny pictures to his friend. Not all of Allston’s pai
ing at this time was of a serious nature. He did one ridict
lous series in water colors, called the “Buck’s Prog
buck, in this instance, being not an animal, but a dru

In 1800 Allston was graduated from Harvard. Altho
he had been more interested in art than in his studies, he W
always conscientious in whatever he had to do, and so ;
graduated with honors. He was also made poet of his ¢l
for his classmates knew that he could write as well as P

One of his classmates, Leonard Jarvis, has left an intef
ing description of Washington’s life at Harvard. It %
that the class was greatly excited by a report that two .
Carolinians had arrived. Everybody was eager to se¢ Chy
for South Carolinians were an unknown quantity 08
class. How would they look? What would they w¢

Jarvis records that the two young South Carolinians ¥
dressed far more fashionably than anybody else in the.
One of them was Washington Allston, who was 4 =

.
)

The fountain and
which Washin
stand.

pool on the site where the house in
gton Allston was probably born used to

Courtesy of Brookgreen Gardens

ta Cefl_ll gentleman. His handsome body and beautiful face
€ in harmony with his gentle, delightful manners.
0s¢ who hated one another most heartily—and there
_ gqod haters in our class—and who agreed in nothing
@ United in respectful and kindly feelings toward him.”
ton’s room was the stopping place for many of his
ds who lived in Boston. Jarvis tells an amusing story
- 2 cold night when two friends, Leonard Jarvis and
i Dang, had happened to stay quite late visiting and both
rl,' d by to spend the night with Allston. Unfortunately
ed would not hold more than two sleepers. Allston
Wisely refused to say which one should stay. It was
€ that, as Jarvis said, “He who first undressed and got

e

T
19




236 GREAT SOUTH CAROLINIANS WASHINGTON ALLSTON 237

f_-f: wrence. Evidently Allston had not expected such quick
success, for not long after arriving in London he had taken
gveral water-color paintings to an art dealer. The dealer
; omised that he would sell all that Allston could supply.
8o Allston, who had a horror of being stranded far from
home without money, set to work, with his mind at case. He
arranged for what he called “a way of escape.”

‘Allston had invested all he had in his great adventure, and
e did not intend to let it end in England. Very soon he left
'ndon for Paris. With him went another American
painter, John Vanderlyne. Perhaps nowhere in the world
that time was there a more complete collection of great
rt than at the Louvre Art Gallery in Paris. Whenever Na-
poleon conquered a country, he would bring back to the
Louvre the greatest treasures of the conquered land. He
F.; self gloatingly said, “Every victory gives me a master.”
the Louvre was at this time entirely filled with the treasures
Ethe world, many of which were returned to their rightful
OWners after Napoleon’s defeat at the Battle of Waterloo.
Allston had the great opportunity of studying at the Louvre
‘i this time. Having viewed its many treasures he wrote, “I
',bY nature, as it respects the arts, a wide liker.” Being a
‘ liker” in the arts is a sure way of bringing great
Feasure into our lives.

al‘lS was delightful. But Allston longed to get to Ttaly,
flich he considered the home of great art. After several
ths in France, he left for Italy, stopping for several
fths at Sienna in order to learn the Italian language.
2 he thought that he had learned enough to ask ques-
S and understand the answers, he went first to Venice,
5 to the great art galleries in Florence, and finally, to
+¢ Where he was joined by Vanderlyne. The two young

into bed should stay there. Dana consented to the' proposa
and never were garments slipped off more rapldly_.
beat me by a stocking, so I had to dres_s myself again :;\’n
plod my solitary way homeward, of. a bitter colld night.”

Dr. Flagg had never given up the idea of m'akmg a doctor*
out of Washington Allston. But AllStOl*‘l himself had de-
cided to become a painter. Finally his family conss_:nted, an
he started his career as an artist. Shortly after his gradua:
tion from Harvard, he returned to South Carolina. The e
he renewed his friendship with Malbone, whq was th-
living in Charleston. He also became intimate with another
South Carolina artist, Charles Fraser. ]

Allston now felt that he had reached the poin.t where he
had to visit Europe and study the great paintings of the
world. Before he left Charleston, he arranged to have 'T
money which had been left to him by his father tu'rncd' ov ;
to him to pay his expenses in Europe. Many of %us friends
who had great faith in him, offered to lend him enoll_
money for his great adventure, but he preferred to be 5
dependent and therefore refused help. _ 1

In 1801 Washington Allston and Malbone lande :
London. Young Allston at once regisFered- at the fam
art school, the Royal Academy, of which h1's fellow n‘-
tryman, Benjamin West, was president. This ‘.VQS thcd:
formal training in art which the young American hi] :-\:-
ceived. It is amazing that in just a year he v.vas rcah i
exhibit some pictures. Three pictures from hx.s brus i
ated much comment. They were “French Soldier Te
Story,” “Rocky Coast with Banditti,” and “A Lfm
and Horseman.” The first one, which was a comic "—I;
was sold at once and received favorable commer.lt ff‘l’] ',,..
less a person than the great English painter Sir The

N




238 GREAT SOUTH CAROLINIANS
men were, at that time, the only American art students it
Rome.

In his four years in Italy, Allston learned a great deal
about art, but he did more—he began the great friendships
of his life. Here James Fenimore Cooper, who wrote r
famous “Leather-stocking Tales,” was visiting. In the worlds
famed Cafe Greco, Cooper and Allston met Shelley, Keats
and Byron, three of the greatest writers of English poetry
In Rome Allston first knew his friend, Washington 1 ing
the man who wrote “The Tale of Rip Van Winkle.” Thi
two Washingtons became the intimate companions of Sa
uel Taylor Coleridge, the English poet who wrote “The
Ancient Mariner.” Washington Irving, who had a slight
talent for painung, became so interested in it, because of '
friendship with Allston, that he decided to become a painte
instead of a writer. Fortunately for American literature, f
found that he could not do as well with the brush as Wi
the pen, and so he went back to writng.

Let us hope that his enjoyment of painting was M2
greater by the advice Allston gave him on how to vie
great picture gallery. Allston said, “Never attempt to 2;“
every picture in a great collection unless you have 2 y© 4
bestow upon it. You may as well attempt to enjoy every ¢
in a Lord Mayor’s feast. . . . Study the choice pie€
each collection; look upon none else, and you will

The avenue of oaks in Brookgreen Gardens supposed to

(& bCCn lﬂnted )
‘/ ll 5
hav : P i 1V Villiam Allbt()n, thC f.lt]l(‘l[ Of

Courtesy of Brookgreen Gardens

L,

" The .boat on which he was traveling was pursued by a
{'i' h ship; and when .it seemed that Coleridge was going
%€ caprured, he hastily threw overboard all his papers.
,e bag was his famous diary, which contained many

- . s about his American friend, Washi
ward find them hanging up I your TOEEIOny, ¥1 to Davy Jones’ locker went 1the \ssoli(niifo}rflmiu—sfnnci

During the time that Allston was in Europe, there , tis far more important to us) Coleridge’ -
great political upheaval. Many important changes *% \llseon. ; s) Coleridge’s description
place. One thing that happened was rather unimportass
the world, but it is very interesting to US. When the B
Coleridge was on his way back to England, he was tol 3
Napoleon was trying to capture him. This was to P8

m for so itici i
! me ¢ 5 2 i
criticisms which he had written about Napo-

this same political upset which caused Allston to
.ili... tK/[rf:tum to the U.nited StaFes. In 1809 he landed in

R assachusetts. His reputation had crossed the ocean
him, and he was received with many honors. He
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242 GREAT SOUTH CAROLINIANS

grandly beautiful subjects. He did not often paint picturg
of the ordinary or familiar things of life. Portraits were ng
popular with him, and he did very few of them. Amon
the best are one of his mother, whom he loved devoted}
and one of his brother-in-law, Dr. Channing, who was]
great friend. Of all his portraits, the most famous is thatg
Coleridge, a famous portrait of a famous man. It was paintet
in England, but there was another one, begun in the happy
days of their friendship in Rome, which was never finishel

Not a great many of the fine pieces painted by Allst€
during this period of work in England have found their w8
to America. Another American painter, Thomas Sull
brought the famous “Cavern Scene from Gil Blas™ to £
ica. He considered it so fine that he raised, by public s
scription, $3,500 with which to buy it for the Pennsylv"_i
Academy of Fine Arts. Allston was very appreciativerof ths
compliment paid by a fellow artist and considered the prié
a generous one. Today the picture would bring many tif
that amount if the Academy were willing to sell it. ]

Have you ever heard the story of the old man of thes
who climbed upon the back of Sinbad the Sailor and £
fused to be shaken off? Wherever Sinbad went, he h"' L
lug around the heavy old man of the sea. Finally he &
the old man so drunk that he rolled off. ;

Washington Allston had his “old man of the sea.”-I
a tremendous picture called “The Feast of Bt:lshaZZi»‘f-,i
more than thirty years he worked on this enormous B8
ing, which he based strictly on the Bible story in the £
Chapter of Daniel. It tells of the handwriting on the s
which none of the King’s wise men could read, but W
Daniel said meant the downfall of Babylon. This ,5"
was the “doom of Allston’s art, the gloom of Allston32

b

‘The Feast of Belshazzar,” by WasuiNeTon ArLston

Courtesy of the Boston Athenaeum

}::SlfrOf ﬁqlslling it hung over his head like 2 heavy
-:_'l r(.) en friends, who had great faith in this picture,
ofmlsed to pay 131' 0,000 when it was finished. In fact,
“‘, the friends paid their $1,000 ahead of time. Fach
€ach year, Allston expected to finish the picture. To
i Seemed a debt of honor which must be paid.

; hf wrote .fr({rn England to Leslie, who lived in
k- 0, “The finishing of Belshazzar is all T wait for to
5-a1;n;>re a ltltappy husband.” When he died, twenty-
A 1 ater, “Belshazzar” was still unfinished. Allston
;€ ared .that no human eye should see it until it was
a aﬂd.lt was not until after his death that his friends
‘ tPOI} lt: "_fhe picture was to have had two hundred
*: % individual figures, and was to be as large as the
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side of an ordinary room. Even in its unﬁmshed. state, it i§
a magnificent work, and it does not look unfinished to i

admirers.

In 1839 Allston was offered a commission to (};a:r: ;w
handsome pictures for the rotunda of thT new ba]t)lh(;
Washington. This was, of course, a great ul)nor[, ! 1; g
gretfully refused. He gave as his reason ‘t m:i 11 = I:
familiar with the painting of war subjects an tu}tf c @
not know United States history well epgugh; but. l“f | I‘IP: 1
knew that the real reason was that hf did not think 1111: :I‘
to give up his work on “Belshazzar” to begin anothe

picture.

Honors were being showered upon Allston in Eng;a 7.
The art world recognized him as a genius, and he \zlas ,
spoken of as a possible president of the Royal Ac-a 81:;7,
follow Benjamin West. He was elected an assocmteAm
Academy after he left England, a rare honor for an

can.

and had allowed his property to get into very b;dds :‘.
His friends were distressed to have hlm. leave Englando /

declared that Allston’s return to America was a traglel:m
this did not change Allston’s plan. In 1818 he retur™

the United States and went again to Nev.v England.
The English poet Southey wrote of him:

“. .. he who, returning s
Rich in praise to his native shores, ha
left a remembrance

3
Suddenly he announced that he was returnmg'(j{ﬂn
United States. “Why?” asked everyone. Homem
An irresistible longing for America? Or was it be;-mi]w
South Carolina agent had been either careless or dishof

g
o

WASHINGTON ALLSTON

Long to be honored and loved on the banks
of Thames and Tiber:

So may America, prizing in time the worth
she possesses,

Give to that hand free scope and boast here-
after of Allston.”

245

It is sad to relate thar Allston’s return to his native coun-

try brought only disappointment and some unhappiness. II|

fiealth, debr, the lack of fellow artists would have been bad

here was one great happincss in store for him in Amer-

2 however, On June 1 he was married to Miss Martha R.
Jina, daughter of Chief Justice Dana of Massachusetts and
r of his friend, Richard Henry Dana. There must have
great patience in the Channing-Danz family. For this
'1’5 who was a cousin of the first Mrs. Allston, also waited
Years to marry him.
€thaps nexe o his art, Allston showed the greatest en-
for his friends. His devotion to Coleridge has been
ned, and a letter from Coleridge shows his friendship
- Ston. He wrote, “Had I not known'the Wordsworths
’ have esteemed and loved you first and most; and,
: ‘ fext to them I love and honor you.” The friendship
A ashington Irving, which was begun in Rome, became
e==lr<:r as the years passed. Malbone, Fraser, Green-
'Morse, and Leslie were devoted friends of Allston,
Years after his period of study in England, Morse
th

that his dearest hope in connection with his new in-
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